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AGREEMENT’ GWERNINO THE ACT1VITIBS OF STK,W3 ON THE 
MOON AND OTHER CELBSTIAL BODIES 

The Stabs l?xtic~ &I this Agreement, 
Noting the achiev8menB of Stati in the exploration and use of the moon and other 

celestial bodies, 
Recognizing that the mDon, as a natural satellite of the earth, has ~II important role 

to play in the eqhrafirwa of water ~pzux, 
De(ermined to promote on the bask of equatity ti fkther dev&pment of co-qx3ation 

among Stites in the expIoratian and use of the maon and other celestial bodies, 
Desiring to prevent tit3 moon fram korntig an wea of internatiOrka1 cortflict, 
Wing in lnind the benefits which may be derived from the exploit&on of the. natural 

resources oC the moon md other celestial ho&es, 
kxalling the Treztty ou Principles Governing the Activtties of States in the Exploration 

and Use of Outex Space, including the Moan and Other Celestial B~dies,~ the Agrexnent 
an the Rescue of A&onauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Relurn of Obje& Launchti 
intu Outer Spa133,~ the Cozlvent.ioa on IfWrnational Liability for Damq~e Caused by Space 
Objects,* and the Omendon on Registration of Objects Launched ixltcl Outer Space,5 

Taking into account the need to define and develop the pvcwisions of these international 
instruments in relation to the .n~oon md otlw celestial bodies, having regarrl to further 
prugress in the exploration and use of outer sptic~, 

Have agreed OR the following: 
Arti& 1. I. The provisions of this Agrcen~ent relating to the. tnwn shatl also apply 

to okr celestkl bodies within the solar systm, other tian the earth, except in so f&r as 
specific legal norms cntcr into force with respect to any of thcsc cclcstial bodica. 

2, 13~ the purposes of this Agxement referewe try the moon shall include orbits around 
or c&hcr Ir;aljectorics to or around it. 

3. Trip Ageepxnt 911~ not apply to cx~~rrcstial ~~MLY-US which mch tile su&cc 
of the earth by Wural nleans. 

AtiMe 2. All activities on the moon, inc:ludiw its cxpkation and use, shall be carried 
out in accortice with intex&unal law, in particular the Charler of the Urlitr4 N&m, 
and taking into account the De&ration on Principles oI’ Xnternxiunal Law concerning 
Priendly iklations and Co-operatjon amory: States in accordance with Ihe Chark:r uf the 
United Nutions, adopted by the General Assembly cm 24 October 1970,~ in the interests 

Dam tJf dqm.Vfl r-f dw 
burr ihtnmwt uf mfff&~n 
Phjlippina I.. . ., . . . ,.., . . . ..I. . . . 26 May 1981 
IJmpny . _ _ -.-.---....I.....,., 9 b’c;l-hbCF 1981 
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of’ nxGntining international peace and security ad promoting international co-operation 
and mutual understand@, and with due regard to the corresponding int~ests of all. other 
St&c13 ParCicR. 

AA& 3. 1. The moon shall be used by all Stabs Parties excfusively for peaceful 
purses. 

2. Any threat or USC of ~OKC or any otlm hostile act or threat of &tilc act 011 the 
moon is prohibited. It is likewise prohibited to use the moon in order TV commit any such 
act or to engqe in any such threat in relation to lfie earth, khe moon, spacecraft, the person~~el 
of spac~rafi or man-made space objects. 

3. States P&es shll not pluce in orbit ~uwuuci or other trcjectmy to or around the 
moon objects mrying nuc1ea.r weapons or q other kind of weapons &mass destruction 
or place or WE mch weapons on or in the rnotx~ 

4, The establishment of military bases, installatiotls and fiortifkations, the testing of 
any type c&’ weapo~~s ancf the conduct of military manoeuvres on the goon shaU be brbidden. 
The UYC of military peniunnel for xcicntific resmh or for any Other FefuI purposes 
shall not be prohibited. The use of any equipment or fkility necessary Esr pe~&l 
exploration and use of the moon shalt also not be prohibited. 

A r&k #. 1. The expkratr’on and use oc the moon shall be tk province of ati IW-I- 
kind arld shall be carried out for the be&it and in the interests of all countries, irres- 
pective of their degree of economic or scientific development. Due regard shall be paid 
to the intcrcsts of prcscnt and future ~wx-atians aR well as tc~ the need to promote highw 
standards of living clnd conditions of economic md social progress and development in 
mmrd~nce. with the Chmter of d-e UnitPcl Nrrticms. 

2, States &rtics shall be guided by the principle of co-operaticm mi mutual as&a.rm 
in all rhek activities cancerning the exploration and use of the moon, International co- 
opcmtion in pmuancc of this Agrccmnt should bc as wide as possibk and may t&c place 
on a multilateraf basis, on a bilateral basis or through international intergcmrnmenml 
CltpnizatiUItS. 

Arrick 5. 1. States Parties shall inform the Secretnry-Genernl of the United Nntions 
as well as the public md the inkmational scientific commnnity, tn the greatest extent feasible 
and ptwzticablc, of their activities concerned with tha explordtiol~ and use :# lhe moon. 
Information on the tine, purposes, locations, orbital parameters and duration shall be given 
in respe& c4 each mirisior\ to the moon as MXXI as possible after launching, while infbrma- 
tiun on fhc n=sult~. uf each mission, including scientific rcmlts, shall bc fknishcd upon 
oompktion of the mission. In tie czb3eofa mission lasting more rfian thirly clays, information 
CWI conduct of tie missim, including any scientific results, shall be given pekdically at 
thirty days’ intervals. F-+x- missions lasting more than six montlq only significant addi- 
tionv to such ink~~~~nl;ion wed be reporkd thereafter. 

2. IF a Stite F?wty beaames awm that mother Staate l%rty plans to dperatb simul- 
tancously in tbc saw ama of or in the saltx orbit crowd or trajectory to or around the 
moon, it sk4 promprly inform the other Staare of the ?iming of and &ITW for its own 
operations. 

3. In carrying out nctitities under this Agreement, States Parties shall promptly in- 
the Secretiry-Gemml, as WA aa the public and the interna~kml scietdk community, 
of any phenomena they discover in outer space, including the mcxln, which could encbnger 
human life or health, a6 well a.s of any indication of organic life, 

AK&~ d, I. There shall be fkedom of scientific inv&gAon un the muun by all 
St~~tes Pa&s wkhout discrimination of any kind, on tile b~is of eqality rind in awor&~e 
wit11 iidmxhmal law. 
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2. In carryi% out scientific investigations and in furtheralIce of the provisions of this 
Agreement, the States partics shall have the right to collect on and ~~IIIW from the moo11 
samples of iti mined and other substances. Such sampfes shall remain at the disposal 
of those Statm Parties which caused them to be colltcted and may be used by them for 
scientific purposes. States Rartics shall have regard to the desirability of making a portion 
of such samples available to 9th ~~UXSIXZ~ SMCY P&CR and the intern;ttionaI scientific 
commufiity for scientific investigation, States Parties may in the course af scientific imm- 
tigations also use mineral vnd other suhr@uwa of the moon in quantities appropriate fur 
the support of’ their missions. 

3. States Parties agree on the desirability of exhangiu scientific and ot.her per- 
sonnel on expeditions to or kwlallations on the moon to the greatest extent feasible and 
practicable, 

Arti& Z 1. In cxpbring and using the moon, States Ru-ties shtlll tic rnaa~ur~ 
to prevent the disruption of tie existing balance uf its environment whether b introducing 
adverse changes in that mironment, by itrr harmhI conhminatirln through the introduc- 
tion of extra-environmental rnamr or otherwise. S&WS Paflies ~htlll also take measures 
to avoid hmmfully affcc ting the envircmtmmt afthe emth through the jntroduction of extra- 
terrestrial matter ur otherwise. 

2. States IT&es shall inform the Sec;retary-Gene~ral of tk United Natiotw of the 
measure being adopted by them in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article and shaI1 
ah, to the mnxirnum exent fasiblc, notify him in advxwe of aI1 @acements by them 
of radio-active materials on the moon znd of the purposes of swh plucemcnts. 

3. Soles Fkrtieu ShalI report to other States Parties aad to the Sec.retaxy-Geneml 
conacrning area6 of the moon kving sptxiul scientific intcrcst in arder that, without pm- 
judicc to the rights of other States Parties, coMderation may be given to the dctiignation 
of such areas as inmationcil scientific prc~crves fix which special pmtectivc arrangements 
ace to bt agrd upon in consulti&n wjlh the competent bodies of the United Nations. 

Article 8 1. Staks PartiM may pursue their activities in the exploration md USC 
of the muu~~ atxyv&xe on or below its surface, subject tn the pravitions &this Agreemenl:. 

2. For these purposes States Parties may, in partiGuI~r: 
(cc) bnd their space objecta an the maon and launch them from the mr>on; 
(b) Place their pemonnd, q~cc vchiclcs, equipment., ficilities, stations and installations 

anywhere on or below the surf&ze of the mxm, 
Fkonncl, 8pac.e vehicles, quipment, facilities, Stations and instilsltiwnu may move 

or be rnov& frzcly over or Mow the surfme of the moon. 
3. Activiti~ c$ States Parties in accowslance witi paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article 

shall not interfere with the activities of other States Rtrties cm the moon. Whm such 
interference may occur, [he Stzltev Parties concerned shall undertake wnsultations in 
accocdmce with article 1$, paragraphs 2 rind 3 of this Agreement. 

Article 9. 1. States I%rks xn.y establish matlrlad and unmanned s~ti~ns on the moon, 
A Sr~k Purly ez&zblixhing a W&ion shKlI use only that MM which is r-&d fbr UN needs 
of the station and shall imnlediately inform the Secretary-Geneml of the U&d Nations 
of the 10cat.i~~ rind purposes of that M&XL SubsequeJltly, at usual inkrvula that St.& 
sM1 likewise inform the Secreky-General wh&er the statian continues in LIE LLnd wherhcr 
its purposes have changed. 

2. Stations shall he instakd in such n manner that they do not impcdo the free access 
t.~ all areas of the ~WCMI by personnel, vchicks and equipment of other States Parties cm- 
du&ng advities m the moon in accordance with the provisions of this Agrwxtwnt or of 
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article I af the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of St&es in the exploration 
and Use of Oueer Space, k&ding the Moon and Other Cclcstial Bodies. 

Ark& IO. 1, Sk&s ParCes shall adopt all practicable measures to s&guard the life 
md hdth of persons on the moon. For this purpose they shall regard any person on the 
nmcm as an aEtffmaut wifttin the meaning of article V uf the Trraty on Principles dovcrn- 
;Ir: the &&ties OF St&s in thou Exploration and Use of Oukr Space, including the Moon 
ad 0th CcJcsfial Bodies and ~1s part of the personnel of a spacecraft witRin the meaning 
of the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return 
uf Objects: Lunched into Outer Space. 

2. States hrtks shall offer shelter in their st&.ons, insl;dllatiom, vehiclcR and other 
facilities tu persons in distress on the mwn. 

ArtWe II. 1. The moon and its natural resources are the common herhge of man- 
kind, which finds its expression in the provitixxs of this Agreement and in particular in 
paragraph 5 of thiR arti4e. 

2, Tije moon is not subject to national appcaprtition by any claim of sovereignty, 
by means of use or occupation, or by aTIy other means. 

3. Neither the surfice nor the subsurface of the moon, nor any part the&or n&n-al 
resources in place, shall become pmpcrty crf any Stab, inkrnationd i&QWernmenti or 
non-govcmmentttl orgmiz&ion, ntltionul o~anizalion or non-governmental entity or of any 
natural person. Tht placement of pers~nlzel, space vehicbs, equipxrrent, facilities, ~Wians 
and iusMlations on 01: bel.ow the surhce of the nloon, including structuxs connected with 
its surf$ce or SUbsurFdce, shall not create a right of ownership over the surface or the sub 
sur~ce of the moon or any areas there-of. ‘I.% farego~ng prcrvisions arc without prcjudicc 
to the internaticmal r6gime referred to in paragraph 5 of this Elrtide. 

4. States l%rtW have the right to explotiion and uae of the ~noon without discrimi- 
nation of any kind, on a basis of quality and in accordance with intemtiaaal law snd 
the terms of this Agreeaxed. 

5. States F&ties to this Ag~ment hereby under& b establish an international 
rdgime, includii appqriate procedures, ti govern the ~ploitation of the natural resources 
of the moon as such exploitation is abnut trr bccomc fcaGblc. Tbiv provision yhull be 
implemented in accordance with article 18 of this Agreement. 

6 In order to facilitate the establishment of the international r@nc r&rred to in 
paragraph 5 of this article, St&u Pmties shall incorn. the Swr&ry-General of the Unikd 
Nations s well as the public and the international scientific community, to the greatest 
extent fe&ble and practicable, of my natuwl resources they may dislruer on the moon, 

7, The r&n purposes of the international rkgime to be established shall include; 
(a) The orderly and snfe ckv4opment of the mturd mources of the moon; 
(h) The raticd n-mnqpnm~ of those resources; 
(cl The expansk of opportunities in the utic uf those rerrources; 
{d) An equi&bIe sharing by all St&s Parties in the bcncfitg dcrivcd from those resources, 

whereby the interests and needs of the developing countriies, as well as the effbrts of 
those countries whkh have contributexl &her directly or itiectly tn tie exploration 
of tfic mO*n, shall be given special cnikieratio~ . 
8. All the activities with respect to tie natural resources ofthe moon shall be carried 

out in a manner wmpatibk with the purposes sptifid in palwaph 7 of this articlo and 
he pruvisions of article 6, pamgwh 2, of this Agmment. 



26 United Natians - Treaty SC&S l Ndiotls unks - Rea1e3l des 2’hiS~ 1984 

hi& 12, 1. States Parties shall Waia jurisdiction and conWo1 over their personnel, 
vehicles, equipment, I;dciIitie.p, wt;aGon~ and installations on the moon, The ownership of 
space w&i&s, equipmat, tkilities, stations and installations shall not be affected by their 
presence on the moon, 

2, Vkhicles, installations and equipment cr their cdmpoxnt par& tiund in places 
other than their in&n&d location shall be dealt with in accordan- with article: 5 of the 
Agrccm~nt on Elcscut: uf Aw~n~uts, the Return of Axt.ron~~~ and tht: Return of Objects 
Launched into Outer Space. 

3. In the went of an emergency involving a threat tcl human life, Sta6s Parties may 
use the equipment, vehicles, installations, tacilitics or supplim nf other States Parties on 
the moon. Prolnpt: notification of such use shall be m&t to the Stc.reary-Gene.ral of the 
United Nations or the Stati k+rty conctmccl. 

Article 13. A St& Party which learns of the crash hncling, tiEed lanciing or o&r 
u&ended landing on the moon of a space object, or ias coa;lponent parts, chat were not 
launched by it, shall promptly inform the launching State Party and the Secretxy-General 
of the 1Med Nations. 

Arti& I4 I. Stitis F%~ias to this Agreement shall bar intematicnd WpnsibilIty 
for Mtional activities on the moon, whether such activities are carried on by ~?;overntnantal 
agencies or by nowpvemm~ntal etities, and for assuring that rmtional activities are carried 
out in mnformity with the provisions set forti in this A cement. S&&s Parries shall cr~sure 
that non-governmental entities under their jurisdickm ii? all mpg3 in activities on the moon 
only under the authority and cuntinuing sul)ervisbn of the appropri&e State Party. 

2. St&s Parties recognize that detailed amngements concerning liabiliw fbr damage 
caused on tie moon, in addition to tie provisions af the Treaty on Principles Gwenring 
the Activities of States in the Exploration arrcI Use of OU~CY Space, inclurling the Muon 
and Other CM&id Bodia and the. CwnveMan on International Liability ikz Dan~age Ckuscd 
by-Space Objects, may bemm mxemry m a result ohme extensive acthitks on the 
mwn. Any such arrangements Ml be elabox&exl in ~cordun~ with Lhe: pccdurt: provided 
Iix in article 18 of this Agreement. 

A&k IS f. Each State Par& may r~su~ itself that tilt activities of other Statc~ 
Parties in the exploration and use offhe moon are compatible with the provisions of tiis 
Agmment. ti this et& al1 space vehicles, equipment, kcilities, stal;iuns and installaficvts 
on the moon shall be open ID other SUW Parties. Such Strstes Parties slmll give reasonable 
adwce n&ice of a pm@cteed visit, in order that appropriate cmsukations may be held 
and that maximum precautions may be txken to assure salty and to avoid interference with 
normal operaCot& in the bility to be visited. In pursuance of this article, q Sunk PUQ 
may act on its own behalf DC with the till 01 pxU.t as&awe of any other State Parfy 
or through apprnKriatc international procodu~~~ within the framework of the Unitid Naticw 
and in acdrdance titi the Charber. 

2. A State. Party which IXIS mson to belkve t& another Saute Putty iu sot I’u.lfiIling 
the obligations incumbent upon it pursuant to this Agreement or that andm State Party 
is inMking with the rights which the former State has under this Agreement m~y qu& 
consultations witi that Srate Party. A State Party remiving such a request shall enter into 
such consultations without delay. Any other State Party which requests to do 60 shall k 
e&led to take part in the consultations, Each Stite Purry ptii+nting in such canuul- 
tations shall seek R mufxally acceptable re;olutIon of anjr controversy and shall beu in 
mind the rights and interests of all States Parties. The Secretary-General of tie United Natiotls 
shall be inforxllad of tie results of tic consul&ticms & shall tiansmit the inbrmuktl 
received to all Stat& F%tiiez4 Cbncern4. 
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DECLAFtATlON MADE 
UPON SIGNA~RE 

[TRANSLATION - TRAIXJCTION] 

Prance is of the view that the provisions 
of article 3, pal’dgraph 2, of the Agreement 
relating to rhe use or threat OE fbrce cannot 
be co~~stru~ as anything other than a FB- 
affwmatim, fbr the prpoyes of the field 
of endemmur cuvemd by the Agreement, 
of tfx principle ak’ the prohibition of the 
threat or use of Sx-ce, which States are 
obliged to observe in their international 
relations, as set forth in the United Nati6tls 
Charkr. 

Df;;CLARATIOM FAI[‘KE 
LORS DE LA SKWATURE 

aPour h France, la disposition continue 
dans le pstragraphe 2 de l’article 3 de 
1’Acmrcl en ce qui canmne le recuucs ou 
la menace de reccmm ir i’emploi de Ia force 
nc saurait signifier auk chose quc dc mp- 
p&r, pour le domaine qui f& lbbjet de 
Mccord, le principe de la pmhibirbn dll 
r=urR Q la menace ou a t’erhploi de la 
Circe auquel. doiwnt se con~m les Etats 
dans [etch Matibns iakmationales, tel que 
c&i-ci se k~.~ve exprimk d;dns la Chute 
de 1’ONW. w 



2. Agreement governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies 

Adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 5 December 1979 

._- ,TRY INTO FORCE: 11 July 1984, in accordance with article 19 (3). 

REGISTRATION: 11 July 1984, No. 23002. 

TEXT: United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1363, p. 3, and C.N. 107.1981.TREATIES-2 of 27 May 1981 
Iprocks-verbal of rectification of the English authentic text of article 5 (l)]. 

STATUS: Signatories: 11. Parties: 9. 

Note: The Agreement was adopted by resolution 34/68 1 of the General Assembly of the United Nations dated 5 
December 1979. It was opened for signature on 18 December 1979. 

Australia 7 Jul 1986 a 

Austria May 

Jan 

Jan 

20 

1980 11 Jun 1984 

Chile 

21 

3 

29 

1980 12 Nov 1981 

France 1980 

watemala Nov 1980 

India 18 Jan 1982 

Mexico 11 

21 

1981 

Ott 1991 a 

Morocco 25 Jul 

27 

1980 Jan 1993 

Netherlands2 Jan 17 Feb 1983 

Pakistan 27 Feb 1986 a 

Peru 1981 

Philippines 

Romania 

23 Jun 

23 

Uruguay 

17 Apr 

1 Jun 

Apr 

1980 

1981 

1980 26 May 1981 

9 Nov 1981 

Declarations and Reservations 
(Unless otherwise indicated, the declarations and reservations were made 
upon ratification or accession.) 

Upt2 signature: 



Interpretative statement: 

France is of the view that the provisions of article 3, paragraph 2, of the Agreement relating to the use or threat of 
force cannot be construed as anything other than a reaffirmation, for the purposes of the field of endeavour covered 

the Agreement, of the principle of the prohibition of the threat or use of force, which States are obliged to 
-serve in their international relations, as set forth in the United Nations Charter. 

NOTES: 

1 OfJiciaI Record of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 46 (A/34/46), p. 77. 

2 For the Kingdom of Europe and the Netherlands Antilles. See also note in chapter I. 1. 

-- 




