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CONVENTION’ ON INTERNATIONAL LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE 
CAUSED BY SPACE OBJECTS 

The States Parties to this Convention, 
Recognising the common interest of all mankind in furthering the axplora- 

tinn and USC of outer space fox peaceful purposes, 
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15)73 (M-WI 
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IS Nrrwrnher IQ72 [W) 

Laos 
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.-.-...,.....s.... 20 Mfwch 1973 [M) 
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Mcxiw - - ---. -..a . . . , . , 
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~~iscan.....,....,..., 4April 

1974 (M,W) 

JO April fE ;Ly 
29 May 

Pananvc.. . . . . , . . . . -. . . . 
W.73 (M) 
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Pclhlncl . . _, _ _ _ _ _ - - -. - 25 Ji3tlunry 
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1973 (L.M,W) 

Qatar.. , . , . . I .., , . . ,.. , 11 January 1974 n (L) 
Republic of China . . . . . s 9 February 19’73 (WI 

SIUiC 
ur Jadw (4, Muwwnr~ rM/ 

Sri Lartka a.. . , . . . . . . . . . 
#r Warhhgkw rWJ 

Y Apil 1973 Q (W,w) 
3 May 

Qwifzxrlmd ,.,,,,.....,2~Jwwwy 
l?m d (12) 

Tuolui~ 
Ifl4 [L,M,W) 

. . . . . . I . . . , . , , , , 18 May 1973 (WI 
30 May 

6 Juw 
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UkrAi+m SovicC Social- 
1973 CL) 

is1 Republic . . a-. . .-. , 16 Octbber 
Union of Soviet !k&~iril 

1973 (M) 

RcpuMics . . . . . . . . _ _ 9 Ocfober 1973 (L,M,W) 
United Kingdntn elf Ov-1 

Brifdn and Northern 
Yrcland . . . . . I . . . . . . . , 9 Octuber 

(In t~specl of the United 
1973 &M,W) 

Kingdom of Grcti Brim 
tuin and Northwn Ire 
ktnd, the Asaocintcd 
S~M~YIG (Anfigaa, Naomi- 
nica, GrenaduJa, Sl, Kit& 
NcvisAnguilla, St. Lu- 
cia and St. Vincent)and 
Territories under tie 
territoriaI 5ovcreignfy 
or the Uniced Kink- 
rlom, ns wellcls the Sf ule 
bf Bnnei and the British 
SolomolI mmis Pm- 
tcccvrate.} 

United States of Amer- 
ica . . . . . . . . ,m.,..,,.. 9Qcfobw 

20 August 
Zambia _ _. _ _ _ . , _. . . ~ 21 Augur 

28 August 

1 
of 

dated 22 JJcccmbcc 1976 the Secretariat. 
Aascmbly Regultiions to tive effect lo 

--=. 

3~ ,~~~jw) 
1973 :, (Ml 
1975 u iL) 
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Recalling the Treaty on Principles Governing the Actjvitiec; of States in Ihc 
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including rhe Moon and Ot.hcr CclcsM 
Bodies,” 

Taking into consideration that, notwithstanding the precautionary measures 
to be taken by States and international int.erg,ovemmentaI organisafions invalv4 
in the launching of space objects, dsmage may on occasion bc caused by such 
objects, 

Recognizing the need to elaborate effective internationat rnles and proce- 
dures concernir~ liability for damage caused by space objects and to uwurc, in 
particular, the prompt payment under Lhc terms of this Convcn~ion ul a Ml and 
cquitablc mcayurc cd compcnsatioa to victims of such darn-c, 

BeIieving that the establishment d such rules and prcmxlures will contribute 
to the strengthening of internationaI co-operation in the Geld of the exploration 
and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, 

Have agreed on the following: 

Art%+ I. T’br the purpose:s of this Convenliun: 
(cr) The term “damage” means loss of life, personal iqjury or other impair- 

fnent of health; m loss of m damage to property of States or of persms, natural 
or juridical, or property of internatianaI intergovernmental organisations; 

(ID) The term “launching” inch&s attempted launching; 
(c) The term “launching State” means: 

(i> a state which launches nr prfxures the launching of a space object; 
(ii) a State fmm V&NC tcrri.Ury or facility a space object is launched; 

(d) Tfie term “space object” includes component parts of a space object as 
well as its launch vehicle and parts thereof, 

Article II. A launching State shall be absolutely Jiahle to p&y compensation 
for damage caused by its space object on the surface of the ew-th or tu hxaft in 
flight. 

the threE dopositarks to tha fact that six instmments af ratification pppearcd to have lxcn deposited In 
Loadon. Mosww or Washington as et 3tl August L972 and that, hrvin~ rqard to ~fliclc XXIV (31 of the 
Coavcnrioa. it sccnwd that the latter shouId be considered as hating cntercd info for-cc om 3tb Augurrt 
197Z--rather than 1 September 8972, the d;rte indicated in the joint wpcst for rcgisttition. In this cdancxba 
the Secretiat received the. f&wing clwifkxlions from fhc clcpositaries; 
--United Kingclom uf’ LJtw.~t Briltin anal Northwo lrahd {comowrlicatiou received on 17 March 1977): 

“,,. ‘lkc United Kingdom., United Sk&s wnJ ths: Suvier IJoiw itrWm.d the SacM.wy-Ciener?i that fhe 
Convmthm hxl entered ido kwce WI 1 Sqfsmhcr* I!F72. Our carnnrm~icnticm WILP in furthctvxe of our 
rcspnn~ibHik.~ no a Wpobit;Ity Govrrnmellt tu irlfurm Qtakrs suld other inctitutiocts when the rwt~llrcr of 
nrtifkglions roquirred For the enuy iuto force d the Treaty had ken TecciVed. The U&ed Kjtudom 
remain6 of the V~CW that the Ot~lcr Space Liability Convention ttttcrcd into force on I Gcpt.~mbcr 1972.” 

-United States of Am&s {c0mmuniEatiun ticcivcd on 17 Mzlrch 1977): Same communkattin. in cwnce, 
as the one wxivcd from the United Kingdom. 
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Arfi’clc /II. In the event of damage being caused elsewhere than on the 
surface of the earth to a space object of one launching State or t.o persnn~ or 
property on board guch a space object by a space object of another launching 
State, the latter shall bc 1iabI.e only if the damage k due to its fult or the fault of 
persons fur whom it is rcspunsiblc. 

Article IV, 1. In the event of darnage being caused tkwherc than un the 
surthce of the earth to a space object of one launching State ar to persona or 
prolperty on. board such a space object by a space object of another lacmching 
State, and of damage thcrcby being caused to a third State or to its natural or 
juridical personu, the first twuo Stcks shall be joMy ;iud severally liable. to the 
third State, to the extent indicated by the following: 
(cr) If the damage has been caused to the third State on the surface of the earth 

or to aircraft in flight, their lizability 1~ the third State shall be absolute; 
(b) ff the damage. has been caused to a space object of the third State or to 

persons or property on board that gpace abject ekewhere than on the surface 
of the earth, their Liability to the third St,ate shall be based on the fault of 
either of the first two Rates or ~,n t.he fault of persons for whom either is 
responsible - 
2. In all cases ot’joint and several liability referred to in parrtgraph 1 of fhis 

Article, the burden of compensation for the damage shall be apportioned between 
the first two Slates in xwrdance with the extent. 4.0 which they were at fault; if 
the exknt of the fault of each of these States cannot be established, the burden 
of compensntion shall be. apportioned equally between them. Such apportion- 
ment shall be without prejudice to the right of the third State to seek the entire 
c.ompen.sation due under this Convenfian from any or alibi of the launching R.&es 
which are jointly and severally liable. 

Article Y. 1, Whenever two or more States jointly launch a space object, 
they shall lx jointly and severally liable for any damage caused. 

2. A kunching State which. has paid compensation for damage shall have 
the right to present a claim for inden~nifkation to other participants in the joint 
launching. The participants in a joint launching may conclude agreements 
regarding the apportioning ammg themselves of the financial obligation in rc- 
spect of which they are .jointly und sevcmlly liable. Such agreements shall be 
without prejudice to the right of’ 8 State sustaining damwe to seek the entire 
compensation due under this Convention f?om any or al1 of the launching States 
which are jointly and severally liable. 

3. A State from whose territory or facility a Rpace object is launched shall 
be regprded as a participant in a joint launching. 

Artick VI. 1. Subject to the provisions of pangraph 2 of this Article, 
exoneration from absolute liability shall be granted to the extent that a launching 
State establishes that the damage has resulted either wholly or partially from 
gross ne&:ence or from an acf or omission done with intent to cause damage 
on the part of a claimant State or of nat.ural or juridical persom it repreeents. 

2. No exoneration whatever shall be granted in cases where the damage 
has resulted from activities comiucted by a launching Stite which arq not in 
conformity with international Law including, in particular, the Charter of the 
United Nations and the Tredy on Principles Governing the Activities oPStateu in 
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~~d,e~plorat.ion and Use of Outer Spz~e, including the Moon and Other Celestial 
* . 

drfl’cle VII. The provisiuns of lhi~ Convention shaii not apply to damage 
caused hy a space object of 8 launching State to: 
(0) nationals of that launchiug State; 
(h) foreign nat.i;ionals during such time as fhey are participating in the opcratiotl of 

lhat space object from the time of its k.mcbing or at any stage theretier 
until ik descent, or during such time as they are in the immediate vicinity of 
a pIanned launching or recovery wea tls the resuft of an invitation by that 
launching State, 
Arficltr V,JII, 1. A State which sut!CWs damage, or whose natur~J or juridi- 

cal persons suffer damage, may present to 3 launching State a claim for compen- 
sation for such damage. 

2. If the Stats of nationality has not presented ZL claim, another State may, 
in respect of &mge sustained in its teGtory by any natural or juridical person, 
present a claim to a launching State. 

3. If neither the State of nationality nor the State in whose territory the 
damage was sustained has presented a claim or notified its infxMion of present- 
ing a claim, another State may, in respect ~8 damage sustained by its permanent 
residents, present a claim to 8 Iaunching State. 

Article H. A claim for compensation for damage shall be presented to a - 
launching SC&! thrcq$ diplomatic channels. If a State does nat maintain dipI+ 
matic relations with the 1aut~hin.g State concerned, it may request another State 
to present its claim to that launching State or otherwise represent its interests 
under this Convention. It may also p~sent its claim through thr: Secrebryc 
General of the United Nations, provided the claimant State and the launching 
State arc both Members of: the United Nations. 

Article X. 1. A claim for compensatbn for damage may be presented to a 
launchiw St.Az not later ihan une year folIowing the date uf lhe wcrrrrence of 
the damage or tic identifka~ion of the launching State which is liable. 

2. If, however, a State does not know of the OCC~U~XXK~ of the damage or 
has not baen able to ident$y the launching State which is liable, it may present a 
dim within me year foIlowing the date on which it learned of the afore- 
mentioned facts; lmvevcr, this period shall in no event exceed one year follow- 
ing the date on which the State could reasonably be expected t.u have learned of 
the facts through the exercise of due. diligence. 

3. The timc+Iimits specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Lhis Article shall apply 
CVCR if the full extent of the damage may not be known. Fn this event, however, 
the claimant State shall be entitled to revise the claim and submit additional 
documentation after the expiration of such time-limits until one yeas after fha full 
extent of the damage is known. 

1 Articlc~ XI. 1. Presentation of a clailn to a 1mnclkg StaLc for wrupcrwb 
tjon for damage under this Convention shall not require the prior exhaustion of 
any local remedies which may be available to a claimant State or to naturrtl or 
juridical persons it represents. 
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2. Nothing in this Convenlion shall prevent a State, or natural or juridical 
persons it might represent, from pursuing a claiim in the courts or administrative 
tribunals or agencies of a launching S&k A State shall not, however, be entitled 
to present a claim under this Convention in respect of the same damage for 
which a claim is being pursued in the cuur~s or administrative tribunals or syen- 
&es of a ltiunching Stale or under another inbxlWiionaI qyccmcnt which is 
binding on thhe States concerned. 

&tick XII. The compensation which the launching State shall be liable to 
pay for damage under this Convention shall be determined in accordance with 
international law and the principles of justice and equity, in order to provide 
such reparation in respect of the damage as will r&ore the person, natural or 
juridical, State or intr=nlational organisation on whose behalf tie claim is 
presented to the condition which would have existed if the damage had not oc- 
curred. 

Al-lick XM. Unless the claimant State and the State from which compen- 
sation is due under this Convention agree on another form of compensation, the 
compensation shall be paid in the currency of the claimant State or, if that State 
so requests, in the currency of the State from which compensation is due. 

Arfi& WV. Xf no scttkmcnt of a claim is arrived at thl*ough diplomatic 
negotiations as provided for in Articie IX, within one year from the date on 
which the claimant State notifies the launching State tkt it has submitted the 
documentation of its claim, the pxties concerned shall establish it Claims 
Commission at the recpcst of either party. 

Artkk X Cr. I. The Claims ComnGssion shall bt composed of three mcm- 
hers: one appointed by the claimant State, one appointed by the launching Stite 
and the third member, the Chairman, to be cbogen by both padies jointly. Each 
party shall make its appointment wihin two months of tic request for the 
establishment of the Claims Commission. 

2. If no agreement is reached on the choice of the Chairman within four 
months of the request for the establishment. of the Commission, either party may 
request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to appoint the Chairman 
within a further period of two montha. 

nrticrc xvi. 1. If one of the parties does not make its appointment within 
the stipulated period, the Chairman shall, at. the request of the other party, con- 
stitute a singlernember Claims Commissicm, 

2, Any vacancy which hlay arise in the Commission fox’ whatever reason 
shall be filled by the Same procedure adopted for the original apwintment. 

3. The Commission shall determine its own proceciure. 
4. The Commission shall determine the: place or places where it shall sit 

and all other administrative matters. 
5. Except in the case of decisions and awards by a single-member 

Commission, nll decision and awards ti the Commission shall be by majority 
vote. 

A mm x F/II. No increase in the membership of the Claims Commission 
shall take place by reason of’ two or more claimant States or launching States 
being joined in any one proceeding before the Commission. The claimant States 
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SO joined shall colle&ively appoint one memb-zr of the Commission in the same 
manner and subject to the same conditions as would Be t.he case for a single 
claimant State. When two or more launching States are so joined, they shaJ1 
colfectively appoint one member of he Commissbn in the same wtly. If the 
cltiimant St&es cx the lunching Slates do not make the ap.pointrnent within the 
stipulated period, the Chairman shall constitute a &&-men&r Commission, 

Article XVUf. ‘I’he Claims Commission shall decide the merit8 of the claim 
far compensation and determine the amount of compcnsntian payable, if any. 

Ani& XIX, 1, The Claims Commission shall act in accordance with the 
provisions of Article XII. 

2. The decision of the Commission shall lx final and binding if the pal-ties 
have so agreed; otherwise the Commissions shall render a final and recommen- 
datory award, which the parties shall consider in good faith. The Commission 
shall state the reasons for its decision or award. 

3. The Commission shall give its decision or award as promptly s possible 
and no later than one year from the date of its establishment, unless an extension 
uf this period is found necesscwy by the Commission, 

4. The Commiasictn shall make its de&ion CM- award public. II sh&ll dclivcr 
B certified copy of its decision or award to each of the partics and tr, the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Ariide XX. The expenses in regard to the Claims Commission shall. be 
borne equally by fhe parties, unless otherwise decided by the Commission. 

Attick XXI. If the daixqy. caus’ed by a space object presents a loge-scale 
danger to human life or seriously interferes with the Iiving conditions of the 
population or the tinct-ioning of vital centres, the States Parties, and in particular 
the launching Stat.c, shall cxnmine th.c possibility of mndcring appropriate and 
rapid assistancce to the Stite which has suffered the damage, when it SO rcquesta. 
However, nothing in this Article shall affect the rights or obligations of the 
States Parties under this Convention. 

Arti& XXJf . 1. In this Convention, with thhe except& of Articles XXTV 
to XXVII, r f c erences to States shall be dcemcd to q~ply to any internationd 
intcrgavcmmcntal organisation which conrjucts space activities if the or~anisu- 
lion declur~ its acceptance of the rights and obligations provided for in this 
Convention and if a mtijarity of the S&&es members of the organisation are State 
Parties to this Convention and to the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activi- 
ties of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Spade, including the Moon and 
Other Ce’lestial Bodies, 

2. s’tates members of any such organis~tion which are Staks Parties to this 
Convention shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the orgaaisation makes 
n declaration in accordance with the preceding paragraph. 

3. If an intelxlational intergovernmental organisation is liable for damage 
by virtue of the provisions of this Convention, that orxanisstion and those of its 
members which arc? StaM Pasties M this Convention sha1X be joirttly rind sev- - erally liable; provided, however, tbt: 
6) any claim for compensation in respect of such tiage shElJ1 be first 

presented to the organisation; 
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(bb) mly where the organisation has not paid, within 21 period of six months, any 
sum agreed olr dctecmined to be due as compensation for such damge, lmy 
the claimant State invoke the liability of the members which are States Par- 
ties to this Convention for the payment of that sum. 
4. Any claim, pursuant to the provisions of this Convention, for>compensn- 

by in respect of damage caused to an organisation which has made n declare- 
tion in accor&nce with paragraph 1 of this Article shall be presented by a State 
mcrnber of the or~nisatiion which is a Sk& Party to lhis Convention. 

Aakle XkilI. 1. The provisions of this Convention shalt not nffcct other 
international agreements in force in so far as relations between the States Parties 
to such agreements are concerned. 

2. No provision of this Convention shill pt~ent S&tes from concluding 
internatiofial agreements r~tiI%-tidg, $~ppknxnG.ug or extending its proGsioas, 

Article XXIV. I e ‘This Convention shall be open to all Sbtes fur signa- 
ture. Any State which does not sign this Convention before its entry into force in 
accurdanw with Iparzpaph 3 of this Article may accede to it at any time. 

2. This Convention shaI1 be subject IIO ratification by si&natory States. 
Instruments of ratification and instruments oL’ accession shall be deposited with 
the Governments of f.he United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
the Union tif Soviet Soci~li~1 Repuhlkx and the United States ctf America, which 
are hereby designated the Deposit.ary G3overnment.s. 

3. This Convenfion shall enter into force on the deposit of the fifth in- 
s trument of rat &c&i0 n . 

4. For States whose instrumenti of ratificution or accession art: dcposik:d 
subseque.nt to the entry into force. of this Convention, it sM1 enter into force on 
the date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession, 

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and 
acceding States of the dak of’ each signature, the date of deposit of eclch instru- 
ment afratifkati~n &knd accession to this Convention, the date of its entry into 
force. and other notices. 

A&c/e XXV. Any Stite Party to this Convention may propose amend- 
ments to this Convention. Amendnlents shall enter info fcxe for each State 
Party to the Convention accepting the amendments upon their acceptance by B 
majority of the States Parties to the Convention and thereafter for each remain- 
ing Stat.e Party c‘rn the date of accepknce by it. 

Article XXVI. 3x1 years after the entry into force of this Convention, the 
question of the review of this Conviction shall be incIuded in the provisional. 
ageltdw of the U’nikd Nations General Assembly in order to consider, in the l&ht 
of past application of the Convention, whether it requires revision. However, at 
my time a&x the Convention has been in force for five years, and at the request 
rd WC third of the Sta~cx Parties to the Convention, anal with the concurrence of 
the majority of the States Pa&s, a conference of the SE&S Parks shall. be 
convened ko review this Con~enticm 



1975 Unild Nuticwc - Trmt,y ScrieR l Notbnrc llnics - I[<aucil dca Trclith 195 

AvGcle XXF/II. Any State Party to this Chnvention rmy give notice of its 
withdrawti from the Convention ode year after its entry into force by written 1 noNux.tion to the Deposikary tiovernmenls. Such withdrawal shall Lake ~&XC 
me year fmrn the date of receipt o,E this notXr=ation. 

AAAc XXVM. This Conventjon, of which the &glish, Russian, French, 
Spnnish and Chinese texls are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the ar- 
chives of lhe DeposiLary Governments. Duly certified copies of this Convention 
shall be ~ransrd~cd by the Dcpoaitary Govcrnmcn& to the Gnvcrnmcnts of the 
signatory and acceding States. 
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3a Cm03 C~B~T~K~X CO~~.RHCTI~Y~CKHX Pecnyb~rw: 
For the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: 
Pour 1’Union des Rkpubliqucs socialistcs soviktiques : 
Par la Uni6n dc Reptiblkax Sacialiutas Sovikticax 

[A. GROMYKO]~ 

3a CoeJwnwoe Kopoxac~Bo Bc~nKo6psnwuf H CesepHofi MpaanAHw: 
For the United Kingdom of Grent Britain anti Northern Ireland: 
Pour le Royaume-Wni de Grand+Bretagne et d’lrlande du Nerd : 
hr el Rein0 Unido de C&an BretGa e Irlands de] Not-k; 

[Jam RILLXCK] 

3a Hapujr.~y~) Pccny6nmy hmapkifo: 
For the Pecqde’s Republic uf lhdgnria: 
Pour la Ripublique populaire de Rulgarie ; 
PIX la Repbblica Populw dt: Bulgaria: 

3n rhf bC)o’h-l Hapo~~yw hXIy6JtiKy: 
For the Polish People’s Republic; 
Pour la Wpuhl.ique popuhire de Pologne : 
Par la Rcpllzblica Popular P~lsca: 

[STANISLAW TRWCZYk3KI] , 
. I Nm~cu of rignnlorics appearing between brackets were not lefiible and have bwn supplied by fhe Gouerw 

tucnl d’ the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics - Lea noms dcs &nataircs dohni~ cntre crdwfe /taiutt 
Q&taa ct ant 6t6 ~uuumis pnr IC Chxwemement de 1’Unbn des Rdpubllqus SOCI~UIRC~ sdvkiques. 
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