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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 
THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

AND 
THE FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

REGARDING 
ACHIEVEMENT OF MUTUAL GOALS IN COMMERCIAL SPACE ACTIVITIES 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration ("NASA") and the Federal Aviation 
Administration ("FAA"), through this Memorandum of Understanding ("MOU"), affirm their 
intent to continue their longstanding partnership on mutually beneficial commercial space 
activities in furtherance of U.S. national space policy and commercial space transportation­ 
related interests. In this MOU, NASA and the FAA may be individually referred to as a "Party" 
and collectively referred to as the "Parties." 

I. Background 

NASA and the FAA have enjoyed a successful and longstanding relationship in support of both 
Parties' efforts to bring commercial crew and cargo activities to fruition as well as bolstering the 
pace and scope of American aerospace innovations. This cooperation was highlighted by the 
successful Commercial Crew Program's demonstration and operational missions to the 
International Space Station, which greatly benefitted from several years of effective cooperation 
between NASA and the FAA. The close partnership between NASA and the FAA has afforded 
the Parties the opportunity to further other activities in their respective mission areas based on 
experiences and lessons learned through this partnership. 

NASA and the FAA also have a strong existing relationship on commercial suborbital 
spaceflight whereby NASA's Flight Opportunities program relies on FAA licensing and 
regulations when fulfilling its mission of facilitating rapid demonstration of promising 
technologies for space exploration, discovery, and the expansion of space commerce through 
suborbital testing with industry flight providers. NASA's Flight Opportunities program also has . . 
provided test flights for FAA-sponsored safety enabling technologies, in particular through the 
FAA's Center of Excellence for Commercial Space Transportation. Recently, NASA and the 
FAA Office of Commercial Space Transportation collaborated on developing the framework for 
flying NASA-sponsored spaceflight participants on commercial suborbital flights, allowing 
researchers from industry and academia to propose to fly with their NASA-sponsored payloads 
for the first time. NASA is also collaborating with the FAA on commercial suborbital 
spaceflight activities through the Commercial Crew Program's Suborbital Crew (SubC) efforts to 
extend suborbital space transportation capabilities for NASA astronauts and other NASA 

1 












