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T The Secreiary of State
The Sccretary of Defensc
The Director, Arms Control and Disarmament Agency

SURJIECT: U, 5, Anti-Satellite Capalbilities

The President is concerned about the increasing usc by the USSR of
spacoc=based asscis for direct support of their military forces, This
trend, which can be expected fo continue and which is typified by the
Soviet use of ocean surveillance satellites to provide real-time target-
ing data for long -range anti-ship missiles, is substantially increasing
the effectiveness of Sovict forces. It represents a direct military
threat to the combat forces of the United States. In light of these
developments, the President has reassessed U, 5. policy regarding
acquisition of an anti-satellite capability and has decided that the
Soviets should not be allowed an exclusive sancluary in space for
critical military supporting satellites.

Policy with Respect to U. 8. Anti-Satellite Capability

The Preaident wishes to emphasize that the United States will continue
to slress inlernational freaty obligations in space, including {ree use
of outer space and non-interference with national technical means.
However, to counfer the direct military threat posed by certain Soviet
space assels not coverad by the terms of eurvent treaty obligations,

as well as to protect against higher level conflict situations in which
the Sovicts might abrogate current agreeiments, the President has
decided that the United States should acquire a non-nuclear anti-
satellite capability which could selectively nullily cerxtain militarily
important Soviet space systems, should that become necessary. In
order (o be able to use such an anli-satellite capability in a2 reversible,
less provocalive way at lower crigis thresheolds, as well as to accom-
plish more permanent kill in high level criscs and conflicts, means
for boil clectronic nullification and physical destruction should be
pursucd. )
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The President directs that the Sceretary of Defense take immediate
steps toward the acquisition of non-nuclear an ti-satellite capability,
including moans for electronic nullification as well as physical
destruction,

An anti-satellite interceptor should be acquirved on an expedited basis,
1t should be capable of destroying low altitude satellites and of

© pullifyving a small number (6-10} of imporiant Sowiet military satellites
" within a period of one week,

A separate capability to clectronically nullify critical Soviet milifary
eatellites at all altitudes up to synchronous should also be acguired on
an urgent basis.

In order to avoeid stimulating Soviet actions to counter clectronically
1.5, high altitude COMINT and ELINT collectors, the "fact of" a

U.5. electronic anti-satellite capability should be classified and
special compartmented security procedures should be used to protect
the confidentiality of the existence and detailed characteristics of the
propram, Special procedures should also be cstablished to review and
authorize tests of clectronic techniques. The "fact of'' a U.5. low
altitude anti-satellite interceptor should be treated as unclassificd

and normal security procedures applied to the program details.

_-_.fl_lmg Centrol Initiatives

The President further directs the Director of the Arms Control and
Dizarmament Apency to idenlify and assess arms controel initiatives

that would complement development of a limited anti-satellite capability
in an averall policy toward mililary space activities by:

1, Resiricting development of high altitude anti-satellite interceptor
capabilities. -

2. Raising the crisis threshold for use of an anti-satellite.

3. Clarifying acls which constitule interference with space systemns,
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